
San Cristóbal Island, Ecuador
22 November - 1 December 2024

Written by Lauren Kiser and Lilia Stefanía Aguilar Medina

United Nations Development Programme
Background Guide 2024

NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS
© 2024 NMUN, Inc.



NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS
THE WORLD’S LARGEST UNIVERSITY-LEVEL SIMULATION • SINCE 1927

13570 Grove Dr., Suite 294 • Maple Grove, MN 55311
www.nmun.org • info@nmun.org • 612.353.5649

Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the 2024 National Model United Nations Galápagos Conference (NMUN•Galápagos)! We are
pleased to introduce you to our committee, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). This year’s
staff are: Director Lauren Kiser and Assistant Director Lilia Stefanía Aguilar Medina. Lauren holds a
double degree in International Relations and International Economics from Texas Christian University and
a Master’s degree in International Economic Policy with a concentration in Corporate Social
Responsibility and Sustainability from the Josef Korbel School of International Studies. She has served on
NMUN volunteer staff for the New York conference since 2016, most recently as Secretary-General in
2023. Lauren works in renewable energy developing wind and solar projects from greenfield to
construction. Lilia graduated with a double degree in Law and International Relations from Universidad
San Francisco de Quito. She is currently working as a judicial aide for a judge in the National Court of
Justice in Ecuador.

The topics under discussion for UNDP are:
1. Energy Transition and Electrification
2. Water Security

This Background Guide serves as an introduction to the topics for this committee. However, it is not
intended to replace individual research. We encourage you to explore your Member State’s policies
in depth and use the Annotated Bibliography and Bibliography to further your knowledge on these
topics. In preparation for the Conference, each delegation will submit a Position Paper by 11:59 p.m.
(Eastern) on 1 November 2024 in accordance with the guidelines in the Position Paper Guide and
the NMUN•Galápagos Position Papers website.

Two resources, available to download from the NMUN website, serve as essential instruments in
preparing for the Conference and as a reference during committee sessions:

1. NMUN Delegate Preparation Guide - explains each step in the delegate process, from
pre-Conference research to the committee debate and resolution drafting processes.
Please take note of the information on plagiarism, and the prohibition on pre-written
working papers and resolutions. Delegates should not start discussion on the topics with
other members of their committee until the first committee session.

2. NMUN Rules of Procedure - include the long and short form of the rules, as well as an
explanatory narrative and example script of the flow of procedure.

In addition, please review the mandatory NMUN Conduct Expectations on the NMUN website. They
include the Conference dress code and other expectations of all attendees. We want to emphasize that
any instances of sexual harassment or discrimination based on race, gender, sexual orientation, national
origin, religion, age, or disability will not be tolerated. If you have any questions concerning your
preparation for the committee or the Conference itself, please contact Lauren Kiser at
dsg.galapagos@nmun.org.

We wish you all the best in your preparations and look forward to seeing you at the Conference!

Sincerely,

Lauren Kiser, Director
Lilia Stefanía Aguilar Medina, Assistant Director

https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-pp-guide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/conferences/nmungalapagos/prepare-for-committee/position-papers.html
https://www.nmun.org/conferences/nmungalapagos.html
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-delegate-prep-guide.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/assets/documents/nmun-rules.pdf
https://www.nmun.org/nmun-conduct-expectations.html
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Committee Overview

Introduction

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) draws its
purpose from Article 55 of the Charter of the United Nations
(1945), which outlines that the organization should promote
“higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of
economic and social progress and development.”1 UNDP is the
leading United Nations agency on sustainable development and
assists Member States with achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and implementing the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) (2015).2

Mandate, Functions, and Powers

As the lead United Nations agency on international development, UNDP’s core mandate is to “end
poverty, build democratic governance, rule of law, and inclusive institutions.”3 As articulated in its Strategic
Plan 2022-2025 (2021), UNDP now structures its work through a “3 x 6 x 3” framework, comprised of
three areas of focus, six signature solutions it can provide to partners, and three enablers to allow these
solutions to be effective.4 The areas of focus are structural transformation, leaving no one behind, and
resilience.5 Its signature solutions are poverty and inequality, governance, resilience, environment,
energy, and gender equality.6 These are predicated on three enablers, which are development financing,
strategic innovation, and digitalization.7

While the following list is not exhaustive, UNDP’s mandate can be summarized as:

● UNDP will generally: support country-led efforts to achieve the SDGs with its projects
and programs; work with governments to identify funding, investment, and partnership
opportunities for programs focused on development; support Member States to
develop their governance structures, institutional capacities, and legislative
approaches; provide data and analysis to Member States; develop and foster
partnerships between local, national, and international actors; make recommendations
to and coordinate with Member States, regional bodies, and other international actors
on the achievement of development goals.8

● UNDP will not generally: direct Member States, non-governmental organizations,
other United Nations agencies, and stakeholders to carry out specific development
activities or actions; create new development frameworks or policy that doesn’t align
with those adopted by the General Assembly and Economic and Social Council.9

9 Ibid.

8 Ibid.; Executive Board of the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Population
Fund and the United Nations Office for Project Services. UNDP Strategic Plan, 2022-2025 (DP/2021/28).
2021.

7 Ibid. p. 7.
6 Ibid. p. 7.
5 Ibid. p. 7.

4 United Nations Development Programme. United Nations Development Programme Annual Report
2022. 2023.

3 United Nations Development Programme. About Us. 2023.

2 United Nations Development Programme. The SDGs in Action. 2023; United Nations Development
Programme. About Us. 2023.

1 United Nations Development Programme. About us. 2023; United Nations Conference on International
Organization. Charter of the United Nations. 1945. art. 55.



Governance, Funding, and Structure

UNDP reports annually to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).10 Its leadership consists of an
Administrator and an Executive Board.11 The Administrator leads a team of five Regional Bureaus and
provides support to other Bureaus, such as the Bureau for External Relations and Advocacy and the
Crisis Bureau, to carry out UNDP’s programs.12

The Executive Board oversees all of UNDP’s projects, approves budgets, and ensures that projects adapt
to changing situations and the unique needs of each Member State.13 The Executive Board consists of 36
rotating Member States from five geographic groups: eight from the group of African states, seven from
the group of Asian and Pacific states, four from the group of Eastern European states, five from the group
of Latin America and the Caribbean states, and 12 from the group of Western European and other
States.14 Generally, Member States of the Executive Board are elected by ECOSOC each year for
three-year terms.15 Only the group of Western European and other States decides on its rotation
internally.16 The Executive Board holds three sessions each year: one annual session and two regular
sessions, typically held in New York City.17

UNDP’s work is carried out by its offices in different Member States, which are focused on helping
governments develop policies, institutional abilities, leadership skills, and resilience to achieve poverty
eradication and reduce inequalities.18 UNDP also administers and utilizes the United Nations Volunteers
program and the United Nations Capital Development Fund.19 UNDP also works with prominent
individuals as Goodwill Ambassadors and Advocates to raise awareness on important global
development issues.20

To achieve its mandate, UNDP relies entirely on voluntary contributions from Member States, multilateral
organizations, the private sector, and other sources.21 In 2022, the total annual contributions to UNDP
decreased by 7% to $4.9 billion from $5.3 billion the year before.22 The top contributors in 2022 were
multilateral organizations and Member State governments.23

23 Ibid.
22 United Nations Development Programme. Funding Compendium 2022. 2023.
21 United Nations Development Programme. Funding. 2023.
20 United Nations Development Programme. Goodwill Ambassadors and Advocates. 2023.
19 New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. United Nations Handbook 2023-2024. 2023.
18 United Nations Development Programme. About Us. 2023.
17 United Nations Development Programme. Reports on Sessions. 2023.
16 Ibid.
15 United Nations Development Programme. Executive Board. 2023.

14 United Nations Development Programme. Executive Board. 2023; United Nations Development
Programme. Members of the Executive Board. 2023.

13 United Nations Development Programme. Information Note About The Executive Board Of UNDP,
UNFPA And UNOPS. 2023; United Nations Development Programme. Executive Board. 2023.

12 United Nations Development Programme. Leadership. 2023; United Nations Development Programme.
2023 Organizational Chart. 2023.

11 Ibid.

10 United Nations Development Programme. Information Note About The Executive Board Of UNDP,
UNFPA And UNOPS. 2023.
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1. Energy Transition and Electrification

Introduction
Underlined in Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 7, by 2030 Member States need to substantially
increase the share of renewable energy in the energy mix and ensure universal access to modern energy
services.24 Renewable energy is derived from sources that are replenished faster than they are
consumed; common sources of renewable energies include wind, solar, geothermal, hydropower,
bioenergy, and ocean energy.25 To meet decarbonization goals, the energy transition, a process away
from fossil fuel derived energy, to net-zero energy sources and technologies, requires global support and
an estimated US $35-40 billion in annual investment.26 Simultaneously, over the last two decades major
strides in electricity access have been made; 90% of the world’s population has access to electricity, up
from 73% in 1998.27 However, over 733 million people still do not have access to electricity and all while
the energy transition to renewable sources of energy has begun to stall.28

The energy transition is further complicated by electrification, which is the process by which technologies
that use fossil fuels, for example vehicle engines, or gas heating systems, are transferred to
electrically-powered technologies.29 While this will significantly reduce the global reliance on fossil-fuel
and carbon-intensive technologies, it puts a further strain on the electricity sector to not only transition
existing infrastructure to net-zero sources of energy, but add additional renewable energies to meet rising
demand of electrification and meet universal access to electricity.30 In 2023, renewable sources of energy
accounted for 30.2% of the global energy mix and in order to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050, annual
energy use must increase on average 15% each year from now to 2050, twice as much as its annual
increase over the past five years.31

In 2022, significant policies such as the REPowerEU in the European Union, the Inflation Reduction Act
(IRA) in the United States, and China’s 14th Five-Year Plan for Renewable Energy, were enacted with the
goal to accelerate the renewable energy transition.32 However, under current policies, the International
Energy Agency (IEA) estimates that 660 million people will remain without access to electricity by 2030.33
Progress towards net-zero emissions is unbalanced with the most significant gains made in sectors where
clean technology is already available and costs are decreasing, such as in electricity generation and
passenger vehicle technology.34 To achieve broader decarbonization, significant innovation and
investment in new technologies will be required.35 Additionally, there are regional inequities in the energy
transition; an estimated 85% of people without access to electricity will reside in Sub-Saharan Africa,
while many developing countries in Asia are nearly on track to achieve universal access.36

36 International Energy Agency. Access to electricity. 2023.

35 International Energy Agency. Access to electricity. 2023; International Energy Agency. Renewables.
2023.

34 Ibid..
33 International Energy Agency. Access to electricity. 2023.
32 Ibid.
31 International Energy Agency. Renewables. 2023.
30 Ibid..
29 International Energy Agency. Electrification. 2023.
28 Ibid.

27 United Nations Development Programme. Energy Access, Access to Electricity. 2024; World Economic
Forum. Fostering Effective Energy Transition 2023. 2023.

26 United Nations Development Programme. Our work areas: energy transition. 2024; United Nations
Development Programme. Energy Access, Access to Electricity. 2024.

25 United Nations.What is renewable energy?. N.d.

24 United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Goals: 7 Ensure access to affordable,
reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. N.d.



International and Regional Framework
Beginning in 1990, the United Nations General Assembly began negotiations for a Framework
Convention on Climate Change, resulting in the adoption of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) in May 1992.37 The UNFCCC entered into force on March 21, 1994 with the
objective to limit anthropogenic (human caused) greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and interference with
the climate.38 UNFCCC directs funds from industrialized countries to developing countries to help support
action on climate change.39 These funds, through a system of grants and loans directed by the
Convention, are managed by the Global Environment Facility.40

In 1995, the first Conference of the Parties (COP 1) to the Convention met and resulted in the Berlin
Mandate, which called for a process to strengthen commitments under the Convention ultimately leading
to the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol in 1997, which entered into force on February 16, 2005.41 The Kyoto
Protocol commits industrialized countries and economies in transition, as identified in Annex B of the
Protocol, to reduce GHG emissions.42 In 2002, the World Summit on Sustainable Development was held
in Johannesburg, South Africa resulting in the adoption of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (the Plan), which linked climate change to other important
global issues such as poverty eradication, human health, access to water, and land preservation.43 The
Plan urged states that had not already done so to adopt the Kyoto Protocol and to improve techniques for
addressing the effects of climate change under the monitoring and assessment by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change.44

While the Kyoto Protocol laid an important framework and was the first international treaty to set legally
binding targets to reduce GHG emissions, it did not result in significant GHG emissions and, by 2012,
global emissions had risen 44% above 1997 levels, driven primarily by economic growth in developing
nations.45 The Protocol only bound developed and economies in transition, which did not take into
account future economic growth and increases in GHG emissions in developing nations and by 2015 at
COP 21, the Paris Agreement was adopted, which recognized the shared global problem of climate
change.46 The Paris Agreement requires all countries to reduce emissions through set targets known as
nationally determined contributions.47 Its ultimate goal is to reduce the global average temperature from
rising more that 2 degrees Celsius above pre industrial levels.48

48 Ibid.

47 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The Paris
Agreement. N.d.

46 United Nations. Marking the Kyoto Protocol’s 25th anniversary. N.d; Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The Paris Agreement. N.d.

45 United Nations. Marking the Kyoto Protocol’s 25th anniversary. N.d; Bassetti. Climate Foresight.
Success or failure? The Kyoto Protocol’s troubled legacy. 2022.

44 United Nations. Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development
(A/CONF.199/20). 2002. p. 28.

43 United Nations.World Summit on Sustainable Development, 26 August-4 September 2002,
Johannesburg. N.d; United Nations. Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (A/CONF.199/20). 2002. p. 27.

42 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.What is
the Kyoto Protocol?. N.d.

41 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Interactive
Timeline. N.d.

40 Ibid.

39 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.What is
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change?. N.d.

38 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Interactive
Timeline. N.d; Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change.What is the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change?. N.d.

37 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Interactive
Timeline. N.d.



Additionally in 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (2030 Agenda) with its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).49 SDG 7 (affordable
and clean energy), with five targets aiming to ensure universal access to energy and increase the share
of renewable energy in the global energy mix.50 Additionally, SDG 7 aims to double the rate of energy
efficiency technologies, enhance international cooperation to increase research and technology
investment in clean energy, energy efficiency, and upgrade the energy infrastructure.51

Adopted at COP 26, the Glasgow Climate Pact set to to turn the 2020s into a decade of climate action
and support and for the first time called upon Member States to phase-out coal power generation, reduce
subsidies for fossil fuels, and to transition to low-emission energy systems through the deployment of
clean energy generation and increases in energy efficiency to reduce global energy demand.52

Role of the International System
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the lead agency on international development
and coordinates the international community’s efforts toward the achievement of the SDGs.53 UNDP’s
work is guided by six core development areas, of which two are energy and the environment.54 UNDP
supports Member States’ transition to net-zero energy emissions through its Sustainable Energy Hub, a
network of partners that work with governments to build actionable policy solutions to enable the energy
transition.55 UNDP’s work centers on “energy for development,” an approach to ensure that no-one is left
behind in the energy transition, taking a people-centered approach to net-zero.56 People-centered
approaches can ensure that those that benefit from the energy transition are people and local
communities, through emphasizing affordability, reliability, and economic opportunities.57 UNDP’s Energy
for Social Protection is a framework that strives to reduce negative impacts of the energy transition on
people and families.58 For example, the transition away from fossil fuel powered energy will impact
workers in those sectors and a people-centered approach ensures that there are opportunities for
re-training people impacted by the changing energy industry dynamics, or other social protections such as
early retirement.59 The energy for development approach is driven by three main goals: to transition the
energy sector to net-zero while also reducing energy consumption and increasing energy efficiency;
building strong partnerships to help Member States create new systems through information-sharing; and,
ensuring that financing for the energy transition is directed to where it will drive the most meaningful
change.60 Moreover, UNDP’s approach links climate, energy, and development to take a holistic strategy
to the energy transition through helping Member States enact policies that drive investment in renewable
energy, ensuring that the energy transition and electrification process incorporates gender equality and
social protection through promoting “good energy governance.”61 UNDP set up a global advisory group on
energy governance and launched the Alliance for a Just Energy Transition for COP27.62

62 Ibid.
61 Ibid.
60 United Nations Development Programme, Sustainable Energy Hub.Who are we?. 2024.
59 Ibid.
58 United Nations Development Programme. Energy for Social Protection. 2024.
57 International Energy Agency. Latin America Energy Outlook. 2023. p. 22.
56 United Nations Development Programme, Sustainable Energy Hub.Who are we?. 2024.
55 Ibid.
54 Ibid.
53 United Nations Development Programme. About us. 2024.

52 Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Glasgow
Climate Pact (FCCC/CP/2021/12/Add.1). 2022. p. 4.

51 Ibid.

50 United Nations. Sustainable Development Goals Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and
modern energy. N.d.

49 United Nations, General Assembly. Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (A/RES/70/1). 2015.



Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL), an international organization that works closely with the United
Nations, governments, private sector, civil society, and more, mobilizes action on SDG7.63 SEforALL was
launched by former United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in 2011 and is now an independent
organization with close links to the United Nations, for example acting as Co-Chair of UN-Energy.64
SEforALL works with countries on their energy transition ensuring they have data, technical knowledge,
and finance.65 For example, SEforALL supports countries' development of Energy Transition and
Investment Plans, which are strategic roadmaps for countries to meet their energy, climate, and
development goals.66 These plans help countries to focus on the key areas needed to support their
energy transition and unlock targeted investment in their energy sectors.67

Created in 2004, UN-Energy coordinates the United Nations’s inter-agency collaboration on
energy-related issues, co-chaired by UNDP and SEforALL.68 Through UN-Energy’s members, 28 United
Nations Entities, and two partner non-United Nations Entities, UN-Energy facilitates collaboration across
the spectrum of needs for energy and sustainable development.69 In 2021, the High-Level Dialogue on
Energy resulted in the creation of the Global Roadmap for Accelerated SDG 7 Action in Support of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change (the
Roadmap).70 The Roadmap calls for strengthened efforts across the United Nations system, supported by
UN-Energy, to meet SDG 7 and net-zero emissions. In order to meet this goal, the UN-Energy Plan of
Action Towards 2025, adopted in 2021, identifies eight milestones for 2025, and seven for 2030, required
to support the implementation of the Roadmap.71 For example, the 2030 milestones call for trebling global
renewable energy capacity, phase-out coal-fired power plants by 2030 in the Member States of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and globally by 2040, and tripling the
annual investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency.72

One of UN-Energy’s non-United Nations entity partners is the International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA), an intergovernmental organization (IGO) that supports countries in their transition to net-zero
and sustainable energy.73 Founded in 2009, IRENA analyzes and monitors policies on renewable energy
in order to share and collect best practices and share information on impactful policies, technologies, and
systems that drive adoption of renewable energy.74 IRENA supports the capacity building of its members
by knowledge-sharing, training, and education, and advice on financing for renewable energy, among
other priorities.75 On the other hand, the International Energy Agency (IEA), created in 1974 to initially
respond to oil disruptions, takes an “all-fuels, all-technology approach,” meaning that all sources of
energy are considered in their energy policy recommendations and supports countries with data, policy
recommendation, and solutions to enhance countries capability to provide secure and sustainable
energy.76 IEA has several programs dedicated to renewable energy and electrification, such as the Clean
Energy Transitions Programme, that helps countries develop work projects for the transition to net-zero
through data and analytical work, policy advice, and training.77

77 International Energy Agency. Clean Energy Transitions Programme. N.d.
76 International Energy Agency. At the heart of global dialogue on energy. 2024.
75 Ibid.

74 Conference on the Establishment of the International Renewable Energy Agency. Statute of the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) (IRENA/FC/Statute). 2009.

73 International Renewable Energy Agency. About IRENA. 2022.
72 Ibid.
71 Ibid.
70 Ibid.
69 United Nations, UN-Energy. UN-Energy Plan of Action Towards 2025. 2022.

68 United Nations Development Programme.What is UN-Energy?. N.d; United Nations, UN-Energy.
UN-Energy Plan of Action Towards 2025. 2022.

67 Ibid.
66 Ibid.
65 Sustainable Energy for All. Energy Transition and Investment Plans. N.d.
64 Ibid.
63 Sustainable Energy for All.Who we are. N.d.



Energy Transition in Latin America and the Caribbean
The Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) region currently has the least carbon-intensive energy sector
in the world, with 60% of LAC’s electricity generated by renewables.78 In contrast, renewable energy
generated sources in the European Union accounted for just 23% of energy consumption, driven largely
by solar energy production.79 Globally the share of renewable energy in the power generation mix is 30%,
driven by large hydroelectric power supply in Brazil, Colombia, Canada, New Zealand, Sweden and
Norway, accounting for nearly two-third of the energy production in those countries.80 Oil and natural gas
still play an important role in the region, especially in transportation.81 Total energy supply (TES) refers to
all energy produced and imported in a country and represents all energy required for end-users in the
country, for example not just energy for electricity.82 While renewable energy’s share in the electricity
energy mix in LAC has significantly increased, oil is still dominant as a fuel source in the region.83 The
proportion of oil in TES ranges across countries in LAC; for example, oil is low in Trinidad and Tobago at
only 7% while it is significantly more in Guyana, over 95%.84

In many countries in LAC oil is the predominant source for transportation even though biofuels are widely
available.85 According to IEA, demand for oil is gradually flattening though natural gas has increased to
23% of TES, particularly driven by its use for electricity generation.86 Though many LAC countries have
targets to reach net-zero emissions in their electricity sectors, oil is projected to remain a dominant fuel in
the transportation sector, despite growth in both biofuels for transport and electric vehicles (EV).87
Transport is the largest end-use of energy in LAC, accounting for 36% of energy consumption and road
transportation accounts for 94% of transport energy demand.88 UNDP’s work in LAC tailors their support
to each Member State’s specific needs across three major pillars: driving investment, building sustainable
and efficient cities, and supporting Small Island Developing States (SIDs) transition from fossil fuel
reliance.89

For example, from 2018-2022 UNDP implemented “MOVÉS,” a sustainable mobility project in Uruguay,
funded by the Global Environment Fund, a private equity fund focused on sustainable investments.90 The
goal of the project was to promote a low-carbon transportation network in Uruguay and resulted in 32
electric buses and an avoided 3,888 tonnes of CO2, as well as an increase in end-users preferences for
electric vehicles, among other notable achievements.91 In 2023, 90% of electricity supply in Uruguay was
from renewable energy sources, although the country still relies heavily on fossil fuels in the
transportation sector.92 Promotion of sustainable mobility in Uruguay continues to be of importance and in
2022 the Ministry of Industry, Energy and Mining announced a grant program for 100 electric vehicles in

92 Statista. Distribution of electricity production before and after the energy transition in Uruguay in
selected years from 2008 to 2023. 2023.

91 MOVÉS Uruguay. The project. 2019.

90 United Nations Development Programme, Sustainable Energy Hub.Where we work: Latin America and
the Caribbean. 2024; MOVÉS Uruguay. The project. 2019; Global Environment Fund. About us. 2024.

89 United Nations Development Programme, Sustainable Energy Hub.Where we work: Latin America and
the Caribbean. 2024.

88 Ibid. p. 40.
87 Ibid. p. 17.
86 Ibid. p. 38.
85 Ibid. p. 3.
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83 International Energy Agency. Latin America Energy Outlook. 2023. p. 38.
82 International Energy Agency. North America. N.d.
81 International Energy Agency. Latin America Energy Outlook. 2023. p. 38.
80 Enerdata. Share of Renewables in Electricity Production. 2024.

79 European Environment Agency. Share of energy consumption from renewable sources in Europe.
2024.

78 International Energy Agency. Latin America Energy Outlook. 2023. p. 22.



high-use public transportation uses, such as taxis.93 Uruguay has policies in place to incentivize the
purchase of EVs, biofuels mixing standards, and green-hydrogen production.94

Electrification within the region and globally presents unique opportunities for LAC.95 The energy transition
requires a significant supply of critical minerals for clean energy technologies.96 For example,
electrification of transportation will drive the demand for minerals such as copper, lithium, and rare earth
metals, of which LAC has ample reserves.97 LAC could expand its reach in mining of critical minerals
needed for clean technology such as EV motors, wind turbines, and components for batteries and
electrolysers that are used to produce hydrogen.98 Beyond mining, LAC has the potential to be a major
actor in the low-carbon processing sector, manufacturing and exporting clean-tech to other countries, and
supporting the global energy transition.99 Mining and processing growth in the region will require
governments to establish frameworks to grow sustainably.100 Policies that drive investment to the sector
will need to ensure private investment is “de-risked” and protected from nationalism, a government action
of seizing private companies for their own control.101 Additionally, export-restrictions, and trade barriers
disincentivize investment and slow the growth process.102 On the other hand, creating clear incentives for
new flows of private investment and ensuring compliance with Environmental, Social and Governance
(ESG) standards are significant opportunities for LAC to lead the sector.103 Growth of minerals is vital to
the clean energy transition but, without proper management, can pose risks to the environment, rising
GHG emissions from extraction and processing, and social impacts such as human rights abuses and
negatively impacting indigenous populations.104 ESG standards not only help to protect the environment,
but ensure that there is greater stakeholder investment in new projects, can help to improve equity and
equality in the sector’s growth, and decrease human rights violations.105

Many Member States in LAC connect sustainability to social action and are pursuing policies that ensure
the energy transition takes a people-centered approach.106 Affordability, increasing access to clean
energy, and ensuring that the transition creates new jobs, especially for those working in the fossil fuel
sectors, will be key to maintaining a people-centered approach.107 Around 17 million people in LAC do not
have access to electricity and those without are primarily concentrated in rural areas.108 Poor communities
are disproportionately without access to electricity, and even those that are connected do not have
reliable electricity.109 In order to reach universal access by 2030, electricity investment needs to reach
USD $1.6 billion annually, which accounts for 2% of the clean energy investments today.110 According to
the IEA Latin America Energy Outlook report published in 2023, universal access to electricity in LAC is

110 Ibid. p. 138.
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well within reach and attracting investment to LAC for electricity access is less of a problem than devising
policies and projects that electrify remote communities.111

Mini-grids: connecting communities
Mini-grids and off-grid solutions can be one of the areas where the needed USD $1.6 billing annual
investment in electricity access programs can have a major impact in the LAC region and globally.112
Mini-grids are small electric grid systems, not connected to a country’s main power-grid, that link
households and other consumers to local power sources.113 Mini-grids are distinct from stand-alone
systems, such as a singular home solar system which can be well-suited for homes that utilize a small
amount of electricity and are more dispersed.114 Mini-grids can be an effective method to connect
mid-density communities that are isolated from the main power-grid but can sustain their own reliable
energy supply through local renewable resources.115

SEforAll partnered with BloombergNEF, a private research provider, to launch the State of the Global
Mini-Grids Market Report 2020, which found three key challenges to driving investment in mini-grids.116
The report found a lack of investment in rural electrification because governments do not have policies in
place to protect mini-grid owners.117 Investors in mini-grids are not protected from expanded investment in
main grid expansions and could become stranded or nationalized by the state without adequate
compensation.118 Additionally, mini-grids bring electricity to very rural communities that often have little
income, exposing mini-grid owners to the possibility of customers’ defaulting on their bills, which is a risk
to revenue streams.119 Lastly, small project sizes tend to discourage private investment.120 A portfolio
approach, combining multiple small projects into one financing opportunity, was a successful approach in
Tanzania in 2019, and could make financing more attractive for private investors in future projects.121

For example, The Africa Minigrids Program (AMP), led by UNDP, works to drive investment and bring
down costs in renewable energy mini-grids, which help to connect hard-to-reach areas to electricity.122
Scaling mini-grids is challenging as there is a lack of private sector investment interest, and the majority
of investment is through grants.123 UNDP estimates that through AMP’s 21 national projects, an estimated
265 million people can have access to electricity at the lowest-cost investment required.124 However,
these projects will still need to secure approximately USD $65 billion.125

According to the State of Global Mini-Grids Market Report, published by Bloomberg Finance in 2022,
policy and regulatory frameworks will determine how and which countries are able to successfully deploy
mini-grids as a solution to increasing access to electricity, especially in places where access to the main
power-grid is difficult or costly.126 Using a “least-cost approach” can be helpful for governments to

126 Bloomberg Finance. State of the Global Mini-Grids Market Report. 2020. p. 29.
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123 Ibid.
122 United Nations Development Programme. Our flagship initiatives: The Africa Minigrids Program. 2024.
121 Ibid.
120 Ibid.
119 Ibid.
118 Ibid.
117 Ibid.
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determine which areas would be best for the main power-grid expansion and which would be best to
deploy mini-grids.127 In addition to this, when developing electrification targets and roadmaps,
governments that explicitly detail their goals for mini-grids can be an important signal to stakeholders,
outlining key priority areas for support and investment.128 Clear rules to protect mini-grid investors from
potential future grid-expansion and absorption into the main-power grid can encourage investment in
mini-grid systems, protecting financial backers, consumers, and future utilities.129 For example, Nigeria
offers a three-pronged approach to protect mini-grids operators in case the main grid reaches these
areas.130 The regional distribution company can buy excess electricity from the mini-grid to distribute on
its own systems, it can buy all the generated electricity and incorporate it into its system, or it can
compensate the developer of the mini-grid for revenue loss due to the main-grid expansion.131

Conclusion
While major strides have been made in increasing the proportion of the world’s population with access to
electricity, significant work is required to achieve universal access by 2030.132 Without significant changes
in global investment and policy, an estimated 660 million people will still be without access to electricity by
2030.133 Efforts to increase energy access, electrification, and the energy transition require increased
investment and innovative solutions.134 The LAC region is poised to be a leader in the energy transition
and electrification through its significant deployment of renewables in its electricity sector and its
abundant resources are necessary critical minerals for clean-energy technology.135 In order to ensure that
the development of these sectors and increased deployment of renewables take a holistic approach, LAC
countries have placed an emphasis on a people-centered approach.136 People-centered approaches can
ensure that those that benefit from the energy transition are the people and local communities, through
emphasizing affordability, reliability, and economic opportunities.137 Lastly, mini-grids can be an interesting
and innovative way to reach areas that are far away from the main power-grid where expansion would be
costly and difficult.138 Mini-grids pose challenges to developers, such as uncertain revenue streams, and
risky investments, which can stall growth.139 Member States can drive investment in these solutions to
electrify hard to reach areas by prioritizing policies that protect private investment and set clear objectives
and goals for mini-grid deployment.140

Further Research
As delegates conduct further research and consider how to address this topic, they should consider: what
are other critical sectors that will need to be supported, such as mining of critical minerals, in order to
successfully transition to net-zero emissions? What are the challenges posed to not only replacing the
existing energy and electricity system but when taken into account the push for electrifying other areas,
such as home-heating or transportation? How can Member States ensure that policies for driving
renewable deployment and the replacement of fossil fuels protect communities and individuals that
currently rely on the fossil fuel industry?
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2. Water Security

“Freshwater on Earth is finite. Climate change is shifting our reliable access to water, upon which 
civilization depends, and pollution restricts its uses.”141

Introduction
There are approximately 2 billion people around the world who do not have access to safely managed 
drinking water services, and the estimated number of people who do not have access to even basic 
drinking water services is 771 million.142 Safely managed drinking water services are defined as taking 
drinking water from an upgraded on-site water source, accessible when required and uncontaminated by 
priority chemical contamination and feces.143 Basic water services are defined as drinking water close to 
home from an improved source which protects against contamination as long as the total collection time, 
including waiting in line and commuting, is no more than thirty minutes.144

Water security is the ability of a population to maintain an adequate and sustainable supply of safe water 
for human consumption.145 Maintaining water security requires effective, and integrated development and 
management of the resource base.146 The resource base refers to the natural assets available within a 
region, which include water resources, land, minerals, and biodiversity.147 These resources are 
fundamental for any society, forming the backbone of its economy and environmental health for human 
survival and well-being.148 Integrated and effective management of the resource base calls for the balance 
of the needs of agriculture, and other economic endeavors, with concern for the resource base itself.149 

Water security ensures protection against water-borne pollution and water-related disasters, and 
preserves ecosystems in a climate of peace and political stability.150 It is achieved when a society has the 
capacity to have sufficient access to clean water for different productive and survival uses.151 Additionally, 
water security can reduce poverty and improve living standards.152

Water is needed for practically all human activities and is essential for sustainable development, making 
potable or safe drinking water crucial to human life and development.153 Reports state that between now 
and 2030, over 255 billion euros will be required annually for water infrastructure worldwide: at least 155 
billion euros will be required to update and upgrade equipment to mitigate global warming and adapt to 
climate change, and another 100 billion euros will be required for adequate new water infrastructure.154

Numerous issues are closely related to water, but none are possibly more urgent than climate change.155 

Nine out of ten climate events are linked to water, making it the central theme of this crisis.156 Water is 
becoming more scarce, unpredictable, polluted, or all three as a result of extreme weather events.157
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Access to water and sanitation, biodiversity, and sustainable development are all at risk due to these
effects on the water cycle.158 A number of factors are important to ensure that potable water is
available.159 Making sure there is enough water is not the only problem; managing it well when there is too
much of it in the wrong place at the wrong time or of dangerous quality is also a challenge.160
International and Regional Framework
The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights was adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly on 16 December 1966.161 Despite the fact that the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights does not explicitly mention the right to water, in November 2002, the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) adopted General Comment No. 15 on the
right to water, emphasizing that water is a public good essential to life and health as well as a finite
natural resource.162 Article 1.1 states that "The human right to water is indispensable for a human life in
dignity".163 CESCR concluded that, despite the term "water" not being mentioned specifically in the
International Covenant, the right to water is obviously implied in the rights outlined in Covenant articles 11
and 12.164 Comment No. 15 also defines the right to water as the right to sufficient, safe, acceptable,
physically accessible and affordable water for personal and domestic uses.165 Water is a public good
essential for life and health, but it is a limited natural resource; the human right to water is essential for life
with dignity and is a precondition for the realization of other human rights.166 General Assembly resolution
64/292 on “The human right to water and sanitation”, adopted in 2010, recognizes as a human right the
right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation as essential for the full enjoyment of life and
realization of human rights.167

The Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention), has the goal to safeguard human health and
welfare through improved water management, which includes safeguarding aquatic ecosystems, as well
as by preventing, controlling, and minimizing illnesses associated with water.168 The Protocol is the first
global agreement of its kind that has been ratified with the express purpose of ensuring that everyone has
access to a sufficient supply of clean drinking water, proper sanitation, and effective protection of water
sources for drinking water.169 By encouraging collaboration, the Water Convention is a distinctive piece of
international law and an intergovernmental forum that works to guarantee the sustainable use of
transboundary water resources.170 It was first negotiated as a regional instrument, and in 2016 it became
available for accession to all UN members.171

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses
was adopted by more than 100 Member States in 1997.172 It is a flexible and comprehensive global legal

172 United Nations. Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses.
1997.

171 Ibid.

170 United Nations. The Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and
International Lakes. 2013. p. 5.

169 Ibid.

168 United Nations, Economic and Social Council. Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention
on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes. 1999. p. 3.

167 United Nations, General Assembly. The human right to water and sanitation (A/RES/64/292). 2010. p.
2.

166 Ibid.
165 Ibid.
164 Ibid.
163 Ibid.
162 Ibid.

161 United Nations, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. General Comment No. 15. The
Right to Water. United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 2002.

160 United Nations Chronicle. Coming to Grips with Water Security in the Face of Climate Change. 2018.
159 Ibid.
158 Ibid.



framework that establishes fundamental guidelines and regulations for cooperation between states on the
use, management, and protection of international watercourses.173 The Convention is the only
international treaty that regulates shared freshwater resources that sets fundamental norms and
standards for cooperation between Member States sharing watercourses and its principles and guidelines
can be tailored to the specific needs of international watercourses.174

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030
Agenda) in 2015 which laid out 16 associated Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).175 The 2030
Agenda includes a stand-alone water goal, SDG 6 (Clean water and sanitation for all), and is intended to
ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.176 SDG 6 was established
to ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.177 This goal aims,
among others, to achieve equitable and universal access to safe and affordable drinking water for all,
provide access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene, focusing on the needs of women, girls
and people in vulnerable situations, reduce pollution and minimize the discharge of hazardous
substances, and significantly increase recycling and safe reuse on a global scale to improve water quality,
among other targets.178

Role of the International System
The United Nations' efforts on water and sanitation are coordinated by UN-Water.179 The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme
(IHP) is the only United Nations’ intergovernmental cooperation program devoted to water-related
education and capacity building, research, and management.180 By fostering the growth of resilient and
sustainable communities, it tackles water-related issues on a national, regional, and worldwide scale.181 In
2000, UNESCO established the World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) in respect to a request
made by the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) to create a periodic worldwide
assessment of the state, use, and management of freshwater resources for the entire United Nations
system.182 The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) also plays a role in supporting the
SDGs and water, and contributes to freshwater aspects as they relate to other areas of sustainable
development, since many other SDGs are closely related to freshwater.183

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) fights poverty and safeguards the environment by
assisting Member States in building institutions, alliances, policies, and expertise to maintain their
development.184 With a focus on applied water management across all SDGs, UNDP is the major
contributor to the Water Action Agenda and Water Action Decade (2018–2028).185 Water access, water
security, and water quality are the three pillars around which UNDP focuses its integrated water
management efforts.186 UNDP is able to combine established best practices with a dedication to
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innovation in sustainable and integrated water resource management.187 In 2018, the General Assembly,
adopted resolution 73/226 on “ Midterm comprehensive review of the implementation of the International
Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028” in order to successfully implement
the goals and objectives of the Water Action Decade, including SDG 6 and other internationally agreed
water-related goals and targets.188 The General Assembly passed resolution 75/212, “United Nations
Conference on the Midterm Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of the Objectives of the
International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028” (2020) outlining the
specifics of the United Nations Water Conference which was held in New York in March 2023.189 The
conference discussed the progress of the implementation of the Secretary-General’s Plan: Water Action
Decade 2018–2028, shared best practices and discussed challenges related to the implementation of the
plan.190

The Global Water Partnership (GWP) is an international action network that offers knowledge and
enhances capabilities to improve water management.191 Its networking strategy enhances the work of
numerous other important development partners and offers a way for coordinated action, knowledge
sharing and capacity building to enhance water management on all fronts—global, regional, national, and
local.192 Another organization is the World Water Council, their goal is to bring together the world
community to persuade policymakers that water resources are a political priority for the planet's equitable
and sustainable development.193

In order to strengthen water operators' capacity, improve their performance, and allow them to serve more
people with better services, the Global Water Operators' Partnerships Alliance (GWOPA) is an
international network that was established to support water operators through Water Operators
Partnerships (WOPs), which are peer support exchanges between two or more water operators on a
not-for-profit basis.194 Water and sanitation service providers collaborate through peer-support
agreements called Water Operators' Partnerships (WOPs).195 WOPs function by utilizing the abilities,
know-how, and goodwill of a powerful water utility to strengthen the capabilities and enhance the
performance of a weaker water utility that requires support or direction.196

A regional program in the Americas, the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS),
aims to support member states in achieving SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) by aligning its goals with
other SDGs, integrated water resources management, and recognizes the human right to water and
sanitation.197 The International High-Level Panel on Water Investments for Africa's report, Africa’s Rising
Investment Tide, suggests strategies for public-private financing collaborations to develop water
projects.198 Meanwhile, the Asian Water Development Outlook highlights the need for efficient water
resource management in Asia and the Pacific, considering the region's rapid economic and population
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growth.199 This assessment informs investment decisions and promotes public-private partnerships for
water security.200

Environmental impact of water resources
According to the United Nations World Water Development Report 2024, 3.5 billion people lack access to
properly managed sanitation systems and 2.2 billion people lack access to clean drinking water
globally.201 Lack of water is the main effect of climate change, which will continue to exacerbate the global
water cycle and increase the frequency and intensity of floods and droughts.202 Access to water and
sanitation, biodiversity, and sustainable development are all at risk due to these effects on the water
cycle.203 Freshwater makes up just 0.5% of Earth's total water, and climate change is drastically reducing
its availability.204 Terrestrial water storage, which includes soil moisture, snow, and ice, has decreased at a
rate of 1 centimeter per year over the previous 20 years.205 This has significant implications for water
security such as shrinking aquifers.206 Cooperation can ensure that transboundary water systems are well
managed and conserve the resources.207 For example, the Governance of Groundwater Resources in
Transboundary Aquifers (GGRETA) project has encouraged trans-boundary cooperation of the
conservation of the Stampriet aquifer system, which is situated in a sizable arid region of Southern Africa
that is shared by Botswana, Namibia, and South Africa.208 This was the first integrated water project that
incorporated both transboundary surface water and groundwater integrated water projects in sub-Saharan
Africa, contributing to SDG 6.5.2 which calls for operational agreements within a country for
transboundary basins.209

Currently, severe water scarcity affects about half of the world's population for at least some portion of the
year.210 Some regions only face severe water scarcity during a few months of the year, while others
experience it all year long.211 Water scarcity describes the extent to which freshwater resources are
plentiful or lacking in volume, and water stress refers to the capacity, or lack thereof, to fulfill both human
and ecological demands for freshwater.212 Water stress and scarcity remain a concern in many parts of
the world, 2.4 billion people were living in water-stressed nations in 2020 despite a 9% increase in water
use efficiency.213 Climate change and conflict exacerbate water security and contribute to scarcity.214
Climate change changes precipitation patterns, impacting the water cycle with each increase in the
degree of global average temperatures, the likelihood of drought and flood, as well as the societal costs
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associated with them, are expected to rise.215 All regions will see an increase in the frequency of
significant damages to freshwater ecosystems, as well as increasingly irreversible losses, due to
climate-related water- and vector-borne diseases.216 The least developed nations will experience some of
the worst effects, which will especially hurt low-income households and small-scale food producers.217

It is becoming more crucial to address how climate change affects the water cycle generally and floods
and droughts in particular.218 In regions where water resources are still plentiful today, climate change will
exacerbate the situation in some already water-stressed areas and cause water stress in other regions,
according to the sixth IPCC Assessment Report (IPCC, 2021) and UNWATER (2020).219 Changes in
seasonal water availability throughout the year are predicted to occur in several regions due to climate
change.220 There is still a great deal of uncertainty in estimating climate change’s impacts for smaller
geographical areas, despite this fact evidence shows that there will be significant impacts on the global
hydrological cycle.221 Practically managing uncertainty in flood and drought risk planning, however, while
also streamlining with other investments in climate adaptation and sustainable development, is a
significant challenge.222 According to a UNESCO report, “Best Practices on flood and drought risk
management”, access to clean water is essential for fostering peace and that growing water scarcity
worldwide is escalating conflicts and contributing to instability.223 Collaboration on water resources has
produced constructive and peaceful results, from community-led, participatory projects that have diffused
local tensions to conflict resolution and peacebuilding in post-conflict environments and transboundary
watersheds.224

Between 2000 and 2020, droughts and floods claimed the lives of over 166,000 people globally and
caused damages totaling hundreds of millions of US dollars.225 Recent floods have demonstrated that, in
the face of climate uncertainty, the current suite of instruments, including flood risk maps, contingency
plans, and early warning systems, are insufficient to avert disasters.226 In order to lower the risk of a
hydroclimatic disaster, a proactive, coordinated strategy is required.227 The Italian province of Potenza has
introduced a territorial development plan that incorporates, at the provincial and local levels,
environmental sustainability, territorial safety, and climate change mitigation.228 The objective of the
#WeResilient strategy is to assist and facilitate the implementation of local resilience and sustainable
development strategies and actions in 100 municipalities across the Province.229 The strategy consists of
a long-term goal, a workable plan, a series of specific actions, and robust community and
multi-stakeholder involvement.230 The province encouraged the establishment of local frameworks for risk
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mitigation, hazard management, and enhanced local sustainable development using a multilevel,
multiscale, holistic approach.231

Water must be the primary focus of action plans created by climate policymakers.232 By fostering
resilience, preserving health, and preventing death, sustainable water management aids in society's
adaptation to climate change.233 By preserving ecosystems and cutting carbon emissions from the
transportation and treatment of water and sanitation, it also helps to mitigate climate change directly.234 In
order to balance the water needs of communities, industry, agriculture, and ecosystems, politicians must
work together across national boundaries.235 To help governments meet their water and climate goals,
attract investment, and create jobs, innovative financing for water resource management will be
necessary.236

Water and development
Billions of people still lack access to clean water, sanitary conditions, and good hygiene despite significant
advancements.237 It will take a significant acceleration of current global rates of progress to reach
universal coverage by 2030: six times for drinking water, five times for sanitation, and three times for
hygiene.238 Water is central in achieving all 17 SDGs.239 Water connects all the 17 SDGs and offers
opportunities for partnership for the Goals.240 For example, the availability of running water eliminates
obstacles to both individual and societal economic progress.241 Water smart agriculture approach focuses
on the efficient collection, storage, and distribution of green water throughout the entire year, irrespective
of the season and can preserve resources by producing more nutrition per drop.242

The relationship between water and development is intrinsically linked, as water is a fundamental
resource for human survival, economic activities, and environmental sustainability.243 Water is crucial for
economic development, supports thriving ecosystems, and is essential for sustaining life.244 Due to its
numerous advantages, including better health outcomes, increased food security, and more time for work
and education, access to clean water and proper sanitation is crucial for economic development.245 In
addition, people can maintain their health and have access to resources that can help them improve their
standard of living by having access to clean, safe water and proper sanitation.246

There are some initiatives that the international community is undertaking, first and foremost the 2030
agenda for sustainable development.247 Integrated water resources management is a process that
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encourages coordinated development and management of water, land, and related resources to
maximize economic and social welfare without compromising the sustainability of essential
ecosystems.248 It is supported by the Global Water Partnership and endorsed by various international
organizations.249 Water-related projects that seek to advance equitable access to water resources,
improve water management techniques, and improve water infrastructure are supported financially and
technically by the World Bank and other international financial institutions.250

UNEP works on a number of initiatives, such as the Global Environment Monitoring System for Water
(GEMS/Water), which tracks global water quality and provides information to guide practices and policies
that safeguard water resources and encourage sustainable use.251 UNDP is the primary provider of
Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) solutions in transboundary contexts and the main
contributor to water governance policy within the United Nations system.252 It has a long history of
collaborating with governments, other United Nations sister agencies and partners to improve lives on the
ground while also being a leading voice in discussions about water policy.253 UNDP tackles water
challenges by focusing on governance, aiming to enhance the lives of the most vulnerable populations.254
This involves taking a comprehensive view of the institutional frameworks and systems that regulate
water usage, advocating for fair and efficient use and protection of water resources.255

The 2030 Water Resources Group (2030 WRG), a multi-donor trust fund hosted by the World Bank, is
transforming the water industry through collaboration.256 Communities in Bangladesh are dealing with a
serious pollution crisis, as evidenced by this.257 In addition to pollution accounting for 28% of deaths,
many rivers during the dry season, where there is no aquatic life.258 The country's funding deficit for
managing water pollution is too large to be filled solely by public funds; it is projected to reach $6.6 billion
by 2040.259 In order to help address Bangladesh's pressing water pollution problem, 2030 WRG is
bringing together public and private stakeholders to expedite investments, including $450 million in public
financing and $100 million in private capital, this as part of the financing support.260

Conclusion
The relationship between water and development is deeply intertwined, with water being a fundamental
resource for human survival, economic activities, and environmental sustainability.261 Access to clean and
safe water is crucial for public health, food security, energy production, and overall socio-economic
development.262 The international community has recognized this interdependence and has implemented
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various initiatives to address water-related challenges and promote sustainable development.263
International frameworks and agreements, such as the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), particularly SDG 6, which emphasizes the importance of water for sustainable development.264
Initiatives like Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) support the equitable and sustainable
use of water resources.265 Regional collaborations and global financial support also play pivotal roles in
enhancing water infrastructure and management practices.266

Further Research
As delegates conduct further research and consider how to address this topic, they should consider: What
are the barriers to water security and development? What other initiatives for sustainable development
need to be present to increase water security? Where can the United Nations system improve on fulfilling
the obligations and responsibilities of water security?

266 World Economic Forum. How can we ensure water resilience in a climate-altered world? 2024.
265 Integrated Water Resources Management. IWRM Explained. 2024.
264 Ibid.

263 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, International Centre for Water
Security and Sustainable Management.Water security and the sustainable development goals. 2019. p.
24.



Bibliography

African Union, Information & Communication Directorate. Global leaders say Africa can achieve water
security by 2030, present three pathways supported by action plan. 2023. Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20230329/global-leaders-say-africa-can-achieve-water-security-2030-pres
ent-three

Asian Development Bank. Asian Water Development Outlook (AWDO): Advancing Water Security across
Asia and the Pacific. 2024. Retrieved 7 April 2024 from:
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-water-development-outlook-2020

CEO water mandate.What do “water scarcity”, “water stress”, and “water risk” actually mean? 2017.
Retrieved 15 April 2024 from:
https://ceowatermandate.org/posts/water-scarcity-water-stress-water-risk-actually-mean/

Collins Onyebuchi Okafor, et al. Water Quality - New Perspectives. Safe Drinking Water: The Need and
Challenges in Developing Countries. 2022. Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/84994

European Commission. EU efforts on the global water agenda. Beyond UN 2023 Water Conference.
Retrieved 12 April 2024 from:
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/eu-efforts-global-water-agenda-beyond-un-2023-water-conf
erence_en

Global Water Partnership. Towards Water Security: A Framework for Action. 2000. Retrieved 3 April 2024
from:
https://www.gwp.org/globalassets/global/toolbox/references/towards-water-security.-a-framework-for-actio
n.-executive-summary-gwp-2000.pdf

Global Water Partnership. GWP in action 2020 Annual Report. 2020. Retrieved 21 April 2024 from:
https://gwp.org/annualreport2020/PDFs/GWP_AR2020.pdf

Global Water Partnership.What is the Network?. 2023. Retrieved 5 April 2024 from:
https://www.gwp.org/en/About/who/What-is-the-network/

Haruna Kashiwas, et al. World Bank Blogs.World Water Day: Two billion people still lack access to safely
managed water. 2023. Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/opendata/world-water-day-two-billion-people-still-lack-access-safely-mana
ged-water

Integrated Water Resources Management. IWRM Explained. 2024. Retrieved 16 April 2024 from:
https://iwrmactionhub.org/about/iwrm-explained

International Institute for Sustainable Development. The Sustainable Use of Natural Resources: The
Governance Challenge. 2021. Retrieved 5 April 2024 from:
https://www.iisd.org/articles/deep-dive/sustainable-use-natural-resources-governance-challenge

Organization of American States, Department of Sustainable Development. Inter-American Program for
Sustainable Development (PIDS): 2017–2021 : Adopted at the second plenary session, held on June 14,
2016. 2017. Retrieved 12 April 2024 from: https://www.oas.org/en/sedi/pub/PIDS_2017.pdf

Stockholm International Water Institute.Water is central in achieving all 17 SDGs. But how?. 2023.
Retrieved 21 April 2024 from: https://siwi.org/latest/water-is-central-in-achieving-all-17-sdgs-but-how/

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20230329/global-leaders-say-africa-can-achieve-water-security-2030-present-three
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20230329/global-leaders-say-africa-can-achieve-water-security-2030-present-three
https://www.adb.org/publications/asian-water-development-outlook-2020
https://ceowatermandate.org/posts/water-scarcity-water-stress-water-risk-actually-mean/
https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/84994
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/eu-efforts-global-water-agenda-beyond-un-2023-water-conference_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/eu-efforts-global-water-agenda-beyond-un-2023-water-conference_en
https://www.gwp.org/globalassets/global/toolbox/references/towards-water-security.-a-framework-for-action.-executive-summary-gwp-2000.pdf
https://www.gwp.org/globalassets/global/toolbox/references/towards-water-security.-a-framework-for-action.-executive-summary-gwp-2000.pdf
https://gwp.org/annualreport2020/PDFs/GWP_AR2020.pdf
https://www.gwp.org/en/About/who/What-is-the-network/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/opendata/world-water-day-two-billion-people-still-lack-access-safely-managed-water
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/opendata/world-water-day-two-billion-people-still-lack-access-safely-managed-water
https://iwrmactionhub.org/about/iwrm-explained
https://www.iisd.org/articles/deep-dive/sustainable-use-natural-resources-governance-challenge
https://www.oas.org/en/sedi/pub/PIDS_2017.pdf
https://siwi.org/latest/water-is-central-in-achieving-all-17-sdgs-but-how/


United Nations. Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses.
1997. Retrieved 12 June 2024 from:
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1998/09/19980925%2006-30%20PM/Ch_XXVII_12p.pdf

United Nations. Clean Water And Sanitation: Why It Matters. 2018. Retrieved 16 April 2024 from:
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Goal-6.pdf

United Nations. Vision statement UN 2023 Water Conference. 2021. Retrieved 5 April 2024 from:
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Vision_Statement_UN2023_Water_Conference.pdf

United Nations. Goal 6: Ensure access to water and sanitation for all. 2023. Retrieved 21 April 2024 from:
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal6

United Nations Chronicle. Coming to Grips with Water Security in the Face of Climate Change. 2018.
Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/coming-grips-water-security-face-climate-change

United Nations Chronicle. The quest for water. 2018. Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/water-prerequisite-all-development

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs.We’re finally at the end of the UN Decade for
Water 2005-2015 – It is time to say good-bye. Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/

United Nations Development Programme. At the core of sustainable development WATER. 2024.
Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://www.undp.org/water#:~:text=and%20event%20recordings-,Water%20at%20the%20core%20of%2
0sustainable%20development,all%2C%20leaving%20no%20one%20behind.

United Nations Development Programme.Water Governance. 2024. Retrieved 11 June 2024 from:
https://www.undp.org/nature/our-work-areas/water-governance

United Nations Development Programme.What we do. 2024. Retrieved 5 April 2024 from:
https://www.undp.org/crisis/what-we-do

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes. 1999. Retrieved 13 June 2024 from:
https://unece.org/DAM/env/documents/2000/wat/mp.wat.2000.1.e.pdf

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. The Protocol on Water and Health Driving action on
water, sanitation, hygiene and health. 2021. Retrieved 12 April 2024 from:
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-01/ProtocolBrochure_E_ECE_MP.WH_21_WEB.pdf

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, International Centre for Water Security
and Sustainable Management.Water security and the sustainable development goals. 2019. Retrieved
16 April 2024 from: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000367904

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
Best practices on flood and drought risk management. 2023. Retrieved 21 April 2024 from:
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000384487

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Intergovernmental Hydrological
Programme. 2024. Retrieved 5 April 2024 from: https://www.unesco.org/en/ihp

https://treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1998/09/19980925%2006-30%20PM/Ch_XXVII_12p.pdf
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Goal-6.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Vision_Statement_UN2023_Water_Conference.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal6
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/coming-grips-water-security-face-climate-change
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/water-prerequisite-all-development
https://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/
https://www.undp.org/water#:~:text=and%20event%20recordings-,Water%20at%20the%20core%20of%20sustainable%20development,all%2C%20leaving%20no%20one%20behind
https://www.undp.org/water#:~:text=and%20event%20recordings-,Water%20at%20the%20core%20of%20sustainable%20development,all%2C%20leaving%20no%20one%20behind
https://www.undp.org/nature/our-work-areas/water-governance
https://www.undp.org/crisis/what-we-do
https://unece.org/DAM/env/documents/2000/wat/mp.wat.2000.1.e.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-01/ProtocolBrochure_E_ECE_MP.WH_21_WEB.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000367904
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000384487
https://www.unesco.org/en/ihp


United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
World Water Assessment Programme. 2024. Retrieved 12 April 2024 from:
https://www.unesco.org/en/wwap

United Nations Environment Programme. Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation. 2024. Retrieved 23 April
2024 from:
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-go
als-matter/goal-6

United Nations Environment Programme. Supporting the Sustainable Development Goals and water.
2024. Retrieved 15 June 2024 from:
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/water/what-we-do/supporting-sustainable-development-goals-and-wa
ter

United Nations, General Assembly. Observance of World Day for Water (A/RES/47/193). 1993. Retrieved
3 April 2024 from: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/159180?v=pdf

United Nations, General Assembly. The human right to water and sanitation (A/RES/64/292). 2010.
Retrieved 3 April 2024 from: https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/687002?v=pdf

United Nations, General Assembly. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (A/RES/70/1). 2015. Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_R
ES_70_1_E.pdf

United Nations, General Assembly. United Nations Conference on the Midterm Comprehensive Review of
the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Decade for Action, “Water for Sustainable
Development”, 2018–2028 (A/RES/75/212). 2020. https://undocs.org/a/res/75/212

United Nations Human Settlement Programme. Global Water Operators' Partnerships Alliance. 2024.
Retrieved 12 April 2024 from:
https://unhabitat.org/programme/global-water-operators-partnerships-alliance

United Nations, Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights. The Right to Water. Fact Sheet No.
35. 2010. Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Publications/FactSheet35en.pdf

United Nations, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. General Comment No. 15. The Right
to Water. United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 2002. Retrieved 3 April
2024 from: https://www.refworld.org/legal/general/cescr/2003/en/39347

United Nations Statistics Division. Clean water and sanitation. 2024. Retrieved 16 April 2024 from:
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/goal-06/#:~:text=At%20the%20current%20rate%20of,cent%20to%
2054%20per%20cent.

United Nations, UN-Water. About UN-Water. N.d. Retrieved 5 April 2024 from:
https://www.unwater.org/about-un-water

United Nations, UN-Water. Indicator 6.5.2 “Proportion of transboundary basin area with an operational
arrangement for water cooperation”. N.d. Retrieve 30 July 2024 from: Indicator 6.5.2 “Proportion of
transboundary basin area with an operational arrangement for water cooperation” | UN-Water
(unwater.org)

https://www.unesco.org/en/wwap
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-goals-matter/goal-6
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-goals-matter/goal-6
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/water/what-we-do/supporting-sustainable-development-goals-and-water
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/water/what-we-do/supporting-sustainable-development-goals-and-water
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/159180?v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/687002?v=pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf
https://undocs.org/a/res/75/212
https://unhabitat.org/programme/global-water-operators-partnerships-alliance
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Publications/FactSheet35en.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/legal/general/cescr/2003/en/39347
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/goal-06/#:~:text=At%20the%20current%20rate%20of,cent%20to%2054%20per%20cent
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2022/goal-06/#:~:text=At%20the%20current%20rate%20of,cent%20to%2054%20per%20cent
https://www.unwater.org/about-un-water
https://www.unwater.org/our-work/integrated-monitoring-initiative-sdg-6/indicator-652-proportion-transboundary-basin-area
https://www.unwater.org/our-work/integrated-monitoring-initiative-sdg-6/indicator-652-proportion-transboundary-basin-area
https://www.unwater.org/our-work/integrated-monitoring-initiative-sdg-6/indicator-652-proportion-transboundary-basin-area


United Nations, UN-Water.Water and Climate Change. 2024. Retrieved 16 April 2024 from:
https://www.unwater.org/water-facts/water-and-climate-change

United Nations, UN-Water.What is Water Security? Infographic. 2013. Retrieved 3 April 2024 from:
https://www.unwater.org/publications/what-water-security-infographic

University United Nations, Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability. Report Examines Links
Between Water and Economy to Advance Sustainable Development. 2022. Retrieved 16 April 2024 from:
https://unu.edu/ias/news/report-examines-links-between-water-and-economy-advance-sustainable-develo
pment

USAID, Global Waters.org.What is water security? 2022. Retrieved 4 April 2024 from:
https://www.globalwaters.org/resources/blogs/swp/what-water-security#:~:text=Water%20security%20me
ans%20not%20only,water%20resources%20and%20associated%20ecosystems.

World Bank Group.Water As the world’s largest multilateral source of financing for water in developing
countries, the World Bank is committed to Water for People and Planet. N.d. Retrieved 11 April 2024
from: https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/overview

World Bank Group. International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Funding A Water Secure
Future. 2024. Retrieved 16 April 2024 from:
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/funding-a-water-secure-future

World Economic Forum. How can we ensure water resilience in a climate-altered world?. 2024. Retrieved
20 April 2024 from:
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/how-can-we-ensure-water-resilience-in-a-climate-altered-world/

World Health Organization, et al. Safely managed drinking water. 2017. Retrieved 17 April 2024 from:
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/safely-managed-drinking-water-JMP-2017-1.pdf

World Meteorological Organization.Wake up to the looming water crisis, report warns. 2021. Retrieved 16
April 2024 from:
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/wake-looming-water-crisis-report-warns#:~:text=Water%2Drelated%20
hazards%20like%20floods,population%20increase%20and%20dwindling%20availability.

World Water Council.Who we are. 2021. Retrieved 5 April 2024 from:
https://www.worldwatercouncil.org/en/world-water-council#:~:text=Who%20we%20are%3A,languages%2
0are%20English%20and%20French.

https://www.unwater.org/water-facts/water-and-climate-change
https://www.unwater.org/publications/what-water-security-infographic
https://unu.edu/ias/news/report-examines-links-between-water-and-economy-advance-sustainable-development
https://unu.edu/ias/news/report-examines-links-between-water-and-economy-advance-sustainable-development
https://www.globalwaters.org/resources/blogs/swp/what-water-security#:~:text=Water%20security%20means%20not%20only,water%20resources%20and%20associated%20ecosystems
https://www.globalwaters.org/resources/blogs/swp/what-water-security#:~:text=Water%20security%20means%20not%20only,water%20resources%20and%20associated%20ecosystems
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/overview
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/funding-a-water-secure-future
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/how-can-we-ensure-water-resilience-in-a-climate-altered-world/
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/safely-managed-drinking-water-JMP-2017-1.pdf
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/wake-looming-water-crisis-report-warns#:~:text=Water%2Drelated%20hazards%20like%20floods,population%20increase%20and%20dwindling%20availability
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/wake-looming-water-crisis-report-warns#:~:text=Water%2Drelated%20hazards%20like%20floods,population%20increase%20and%20dwindling%20availability
https://www.worldwatercouncil.org/en/world-water-council#:~:text=Who%20we%20are%3A,languages%20are%20English%20and%20French
https://www.worldwatercouncil.org/en/world-water-council#:~:text=Who%20we%20are%3A,languages%20are%20English%20and%20French

